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The Welfare of children : Links and missing connections among science,
conceptualizations of rights and policy research
Sarah L. Friedman (USA)

The welfare of children depends on society’s willingness to honor the concept of children’s rights and to
implement such rights. Society’s concepts of children’s rights and what it takes to implement them
depends on the intersection of at least three different sources of knowledge and ideals:

(a) Scientific knowledge about the development of children and the conditions that promote healthy child
development (b) Conceptualizations of human rights; (c) Scientific knowledge about policies and practices
that promote the well being of children. My presentation will discuss some aspects of the links and
missing connections among these sources of knowledge and ideals.

[ will first discuss what the science of child development tells us about children’s development and well-
being. I will mention the implications of such knowledge to children’s rights. [ will then present the UN
Convention of the Rights of the Child, the extent to which there is scientific evidence to support some of
the rights and how the same rights could be extended in light of scientific evidence. Finally,

[ will talk about ways in which scientists can help policy makers who wish to implement policies and
practices that promote children’s rights and well-being.
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