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Current situation and issues of children's right in Japan
Miyuki Sano (Japan)

Although Japan ratified the Convention of the Rights of the Child in 1994, it has been quite passive in
taking legislative and juristic action for the protection of the rights of children considered as an
independent self.

Meanwhile, in 2011, the civil law was partially amended and domestic law procedure established.
Amendment of the former could be regarded as a sign to review parental rights with respect to the
protection of children's rights. The latter clarified the processes for a child to participate in the juristic
procedures of certain legal cases in which the relevant child has a conflict of interest. It also procured the
right of children to express their opinion as an independent self. In reality, however, these laws cannot
protect children if used wrongly.

To ensure that children are the real beneficiaries, it is necessary to promote deep understanding among
adults, to warmly support children who are exercising their rights, and to establish networks among
adults who are supporting children.
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