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How can Business Support the Welfare of Children and their Rights ?
Warren Stooke ( Australia )

Whilst the international laws and initiatives aimed at securing the rights of children are extensive, it was
only in March 2013 that UNICEF, UN Global Compact and Save the Children jointly advocated a position on
Children’s Rights and Business Principles. This major initiative now requires strong advocates and
widespread public debate to convert the words and principles into action and to produce real outcomes
and progress. Accelerating “Progress” is what business does best and the International Business
Community must rise to the challenge on Children’s Rights.

Further, it cannot be assumed that the matter of ‘children’s rights’ is uniquely a third world issue. The
rights of children are impacted constantly in the wealthy developed societies. Business can support
children’s rights, particularly through the exercise of corporate social responsibility, across a broad
spectrum. This paper will focus upon a number of Case Studies, where business can make a difference.
Business can scrutinise their labour practices in supply chain, ensure appropriate and socially
responsible advertising, manufacture safe products and healthy foods (children don’t always have the
right to exercise choice), eliminate corruption as a prime business ethic, and ensure that corporate taxes
are fairly paid, as they support child education, health and welfare in our societies.
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